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The child's personality, especially his social behavior, is pat-
terned by the parents' attitude. Four factors are of main impor-
tance :
First: the balance of behavior. It is decisive for the formation
of the child's equilibrium whether the relationship of father and
mother to each other is harmonious or full of tension; furthermore,
whether the attitudes of father and mother to the child are simi-
lar. If one parent is always fondling and shielding the child while
the other has the role of punishing, a tension will develop in the
child's personality. The stimulation of opposite projections upon the
parents lays the foundation for the development of a neurosis in
later life.
Second: the consistency of behavior. Parents whose behavior Is
unpredictable delay the child's formation of his self, which is based
upon a feeling of stability and security. If parents discharge their
moods upon the child, the child, imitating them, will also become
moody, nervous, and overemotionaL
Third: the attitude of objectivity or subjectivity. For many
parents the child is an object of their projections. A mother may
treat her child like a doll, as an instrument to play upon and to over-
come boredom. She will continuously be occupied with the child,
not giving him time to develop his own personality. Another type
of mother discharges her unfulfilled desire for love upon the child,
torturing him with tokens of affection and inhibiting Ms free devel-
opment by overprotection.(359> A father may try to develop his child
into a person he always wanted to be himself, imposing upon the
child's personality a frame which does not fit him. If the child is
molded according to subjective standards and not following his own
personality pattern, the development of artificial instead of genuine
trends in the child will necessarily disturb the development of his
personality.
Fourth: the attitude of superiority or inferiority. An overem-
phasis on authority and superiority of the adult will likely develop
an inferiority complex in the child. But also the opposite behavior,
that is, praising the child on any occasion in the presence of others,
yielding always to Ms cryings, temper outbursts, and desires, may
develop a feeling of inferiority and insecurity if the child soon ex-
periences that he does not get the same gratification from other
people. On the other hand, if parents try to frighten the child with
threats or put demands above the child's capacity, anxiety will de-
velop and the formation of ideals will be inMbited.
Since the parents form the basic environment for the young